$400,000 VERDICT - FEDERAL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY ACT ACTION - NEGLIGENT MAINTENANCE OF
BRIDGE ELEVATOR - ELEVATOR DROP - EXACERBATION OF PREEXISTING NECK AND BACK COND]-

TION - DAMAGES/CAUSATION ONLY.

Philadelphia County

The plaintiff brought this action against the defendant
railroad under the Federal Employers Liability Act,
alleging he was injured in an elevator accident on the
job. The defendant admitted negligence in connection
with the elevator drop, but denied the plaintiff sus-
tained injuries as a result of the incident.

The male plaintiff was in his 40s and employed as an
electrician for the defendant railroad. The plaintiff was
working at the Delaire Bridge, a railroad bridge located
between Philadelphia and New Jersey. The plaintiff con-
tended he was riding down an elevator at the location on
August 21, 2001, when the elevator fell several feet,
stopped suddenly and jolted him. The plaintiff contended
the elevator malfunction resulted from the defendant’s
failure to maintain, inspect and repair the elevator.

The plaintiff was involved in a prior automobile accident
in 1998 in which he sustained injuries to his cervical and
lumbar spine. As of February 21, 1999, the plaintiff was
diagnosed with severe degenerative disc disease at the

C6-C7 and moderately severe degenerative disc disease at
the C4-C5 and C5-C6 levels. The plaintiff contended he
had almost completely recovered from the prior accident
when the elevator malfunction occurred. The plaintiff’s
orthopedic surgeon testified that the plaintiff’s preexisting
condition was aggravated as a result of the elevator inci-
dent.

The plaintiff’s vocational expert testified the plaintiff was
limited to light-duty employment and could not return to
his former employment as an electrician for the railroad.
This expert opined the plaintiff sustained a diminution in
his future earning capacity as a result of the injuries he
sustained in the elevator incident.

The defense argued that the forces exerted as a result of
the elevator drop were relatively minor. Testimony
showed that the plaintiff was riding in the elevator with a
coworker who was not injured as a result of the fall.
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